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Executive Director’s Message
Every day at TRLA, we meet the most vulnerable among us, listen to their struggles, and 

try our best to help them obtain justice. As you can imagine, it is impossible to strike down all 
the unfair barriers inherent in our legal systems; but with your help, we are able to find every 
opportunity to push for changes large and small that improve thousands of lives– and even save 
them.

With 2020 being a planetary disaster, we stayed on the job to continue safely and effectively 
helping our client communities, leaning much more on technology, and ramping up our digital 
outreach.

Rental relief programs and a series of CDC (Center for Disease Control) moratoria on evictions 
were enacted to keep people housed. Still, they mean little without the education of tenants and 
the tenacious advocacy we brought to bear against resistant landlords.

As the number of jobless Texans soared, we challenged the denial of unemployment benefits, 
protected workers against unscrupulous debt collectors, and fought for people whose employers 
forced them to work in high-risk conditions.

Summer approached and the country came together to push for answers and action on 
justice reform. Our Public Defenders tirelessly advocated for clients - holding law enforcement 
accountable to the constitution, fighting for those held in COVID-ridden jails simply because 
they were poor, and ensuring that all defendants in jeopardy of incarceration have the right to 
comprehensive and conscientious representation.

While most of our work could not happen without support from our institutional funders, this 
assistance comes with barriers and limitations. Your individual donations provide leverage to help 
us serve as many people as we can with unyielding tenacity and commitment to justice.

In short, your support allows us to provide the full range of services our client community 
needs, and our work would not be possible without you. Join us in the fight and make your 
donation today.

Thank you,

Robert Doggett
Executive Director
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OVERVIEW
Created in 2002, Texas RioGrande Legal Aid 

(TRLA) was initially formed to provide civil legal 
services to poor people – specifically farmworkers 
– in 10 South Texas counties. Through its half-
century of dedication to increasing access to 
justice, TRLA’s legal service has expanded to 
now cover 68 Southwest Texas counties. Our 
continuing work with migrant and seasonal 
farmworkers now extends across all of Texas and 
has expanded into Alabama, Arkansas, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Tennessee.

Early on, we recognized the need to safeguard 
the access to and fairness of representation for 
anyone accused of a crime. Thus began TRLA’s 
Public Defender Division, which we have operated 
for the past 14 years.

TRLA currently covers one-third of the entire 
US/Mexico border.

“Back in those early 
days, it became 
really apparent 

to me that, if you 
were going to 

advocate on behalf 
of a community of 
poor people, it was 

critically important 
to advocate in all the 

courtrooms, civil 
and criminal.”

David Hall
Executive Director (1975-2017)
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Practice Groups
+ Special Projects

The Community Preservation and 
Empowerment Group advocates for individuals, 
communities, neighborhood nonprofits, and others. 
Attorneys handle legal areas that combat systemic 
inequity, discrimination, and segregation through 
the environmental justice, community development 
and colonias and real estate teams.

The Domestic Violence and Family Law Group 
provides civil legal assistance, including divorces 
and protective orders, to survivors of domestic 
violence and sexual assault.  The Group’s attorneys 
and social workers collaborate with domestic 
violence programs, rape crisis centers and other 
social service agencies to provide trauma informed 
holistic services with the goals of safety and self-
sufficiency for survivors of abuse and their children. 
The Group’s Bi-National Project works to assist 
low-income survivors of domestic violence with 
international custody disputes with the goal of 
keeping children with or returning children to their 
non-abusive parent. 

The Economic and Social Justice Group 
advocates for advocates for low-income individuals 
in matters that threaten their economic stability 
and social welfare in areas including consumer law, 
guardianships, elder law, wills and estates, tax law, 
re-entry for formerly incarcerated people, micro-
enterprises and torts and civil litigation. 

The Housing Group protects the rights of 
low-income tenants and homeowners to keep 
people in their homes. It defends tenants facing 
eviction, works on behalf of public housing 

residents, represents families facing illegal housing 
discrimination, and protects families at risk of 
losing their homestead because they can’t pay 
property taxes. 

The Individual Rights Group focuses on 
ensuring the civil rights and liberties of individuals 
of those systemically oppressed in our society are 
upheld. The Group specializes in Immigration Law, 
Disability Rights, Education Law, Juvenile Justice, 
Native American Rights, and supports disaster 
survivors in recovery through the Disaster Benefits 
Team.

The Labor & Employment Group represents 
low-wage workers in a broad variety of cases, 
including claims for unpaid minimum and overtime 
wages; unlawful discrimination and harassment; 
family, medical, and pregnancy leave (violations of 
the Family and Medical Leave Act, FMLA); workers’ 
compensation; unemployment insurance appeals; 
human trafficking cases; and other claims under 
federal and state law. The team also represents 
workers who have faced retaliation for trying to 
exercise their rights at work.  The Farmworker 
Law Team enforces agricultural workers’ rights to 
promised wages and safe working conditions and 
conducts broad outreach to advise workers of their 
legal protection. 

The Mental Health Program helps low-income 
people with serious mental illness create self-
determination plans that serve their psychiatric 
needs in the least restrictive manner possible while 
assisting with other civil legal needs. 
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The Public Benefits Group uses a two-pronged 
approach of education and legal advocacy to help 
families and individuals obtain and maintain the 
income, nutritional, and medical assistance to 
which they are entitled under state and federal law. 
Advocates in this group provide clients with legal 
representation in matters related to Public Benefits 
Law. The Health Law Team represents clients who 
have been wrongfully denied medical benefits, 
and Medical-Legal Partnerships and Medical 
Legal Assistance for Families are coordinated 
efforts between TRLA and medical providers 
with the mission of providing holistic services, 
especially to the medically needy. The Advocacy 
for the Homeless Team works with those living 
in homelessness, helping them access benefits 
and services to transition into a better life. The 
Veterans Advocacy Project works with veterans, the 
spouses and widows or widowers of veterans, and 
dependent children of veterans to obtain benefits 
and services that they are entitled to, as well as legal 
representation in other non-criminal matters.

The Public Defender Division represents 
people facing criminal charges who can’t afford an 
attorney. The guiding principle of TRLA’s Public 
Defender Program is all defendants in jeopardy 
of incarceration have the right to comprehensive 
and conscientious representation. Handling 
cases ranging from misdemeanors to felonies and 
appeals, the program operates in 14 South Texas 
counties. 

Southern Migrant Legal Services (SMLS) 
is a Nashville-based special project of TRLA 
representing low-wage migrant agricultural 
workers who are exploited in their jobs. SMLS 
assists agricultural workers in Alabama, Arkansas, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Tennessee, 
with employment related legal issues including 
employment discrimination, wage disputes, and 
human trafficking. 

The Texas Foster Youth Justice Project is a 
statewide project which provides civil legal services 
for current and former foster youth. The project 
helps youth with various legal and administrative 
matters such as obtaining copies of CPS records; 
erasing criminal and juvenile records; and accessing 
foster youth benefits and programs that help in the 
transition from foster care to independence. 

The Victims’ Rights Group empowers victims 
of domestic violence, sexual assault, human 
trafficking, stalking, and teen-dating violence to 
plan for their safety, understand their right to 
privacy, and achieve their legal goals.  The group 
supports TRLA’s civil legal teams and hosts an 
annual Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault 
Cross-Training, a state-wide conference for legal 
advocates about developments in survivor-centered 
advocacy. Within the Victim Rights’ Group, there 
are additional teams and projects - Legal Aid for 
Survivors of Sexual Assault (LASSA) Project,  
composed of attorneys and paralegals trained in 
providing trauma-informed, client-centered legal 
services to survivors of sexual assault; the Legal 
Alliance for Survivors of Abuse (LASA) Shelter 
Project, a partnership between TRLA and rape 
crisis centers, shelters, and other organizations to 
connect survivors receiving community support to 
legal services; the Survivor-Centered Economic 
Advocacy (SCEA) Team, focused on helping 
survivors of crime and abuse navigate financial 
problems related to credit, changes in income, 
identity theft, debt, foreclosure, access to financial 
services, and financial confidence. 

The Telephone Access to Justice 
Hotline can help to apply for free 

legal services .

(888) 988–9996
The lines are open Monday – Friday,

9AM – 5PM CST . State & federal 
eligibility guidelines apply .
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The federal government’s temporary moratorium 
on evictions, which was extended well into 2021, 
helped prevent homelessness and limit the spread 
of COVID-19. It could have done more. Not enough 
tenants were aware of the moratorium. Too many 
landlords tried to sidestep it. Even some judges 
ignored it. 

In San Antonio, an apartment complex owned by a 
Florida company installed lock-out devices on the 
doors of dozens of tenants who qualified for the 
eviction moratorium. Juanita, a TRLA client at the 
complex who lost her job at the start of the pandemic, 
said the apartment manager took other steps to try to 
force her out, such as posting a notice on her door to 
vacate in three days with no warning or explanation. 

Meanwhile, job losses in the pandemic pushed 
millions of Texans into an overwhelmed state 
workforce agency. Unemployment soared, and those 
who kept their jobs faced new challenges. 

In some cases, the Texas Workforce Commission 
denied benefits outright. In other cases, the agency 
claimed it overpaid or mistakenly paid benefits and 
ordered clients to repay what they’d already received, 
putting them on the hook for money they needed as 
a lifeline. Although the commission said it only asked 
recipients to set up a payment plan, some clients 
received notice to pay in full – or lose future benefits.  

Debt collectors began to circle. In Austin, Kim, a 
grandmother caring for three of her grandchildren, 
thought she had enough money to pay coming bills, 
especially since she had received a tax refund of 
$4,900, but collection agencies withdrew money 
from her credit union account just before the Texas 
Supreme Court temporarily banned such seizures. 
The high court issued a ban to keep judgment 
creditors from collecting funds Texas families needed 
for basic goods and services. 

With the safety nets that protect the 
state’s most vulnerable workers fraying 
at the worst possible time, TRLA 
attorneys stepped in to ensure that 
clients wouldn’t fall through. 

At the San Antonio apartment complex, managers 
removed the lock-out devices after residents called 
the police, and a settlement brokered by TRLA 
allowed our client to stay in her home.  

In appeals to the Workforce Commission over the 
denial of benefits for clients in the Rio Grande Valley, 
Laredo, San Antonio, and Austin, TRLA attorneys 
recovered nearly $100,000 in back benefits and 
secured ongoing weekly benefits for our clients. We 
continue to fight the agency on behalf of clients who 
were told to pay benefits they’d already received. 

For Kim, the grandmother in Austin, TRLA worked to 
dissolve the writ of garnishment and get the client’s 
funds back into her account, allowing her to pay her 
bills and continue to support her grandchildren. 

The pandemic threatened far more 
than tenuous employment and housing 
lifelines. 
The COVID-19 death toll in Texas – highest in the 
nation – caused extreme stress for workers. After 
a home-health worker in the Rio Grande Valley 
lost both parents to COVID-19 in the same month, 
her employer forced her to take extended unpaid 
leave, even though she tested negative for the virus. 
Once she returned to work, her managers wrote 
her up for taking time for doctor visits and therapy 
appointments for depression. 

TRLA sent a demand letter to her employer, making 
clear the company’s violations of our client’s right to 
a reasonable accommodation under the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. 

The letter triggered a turnaround. A senior manager 
apologized to her in person, acknowledging 
the company had mistreated her. The company 
removed all infractions from the client’s personnel 
file and provided an accommodation for medical 
appointments. 

While 2021 has provided some initial signs of relief 
from the pandemic that disrupted so many lives and 
livelihoods, dire challenges face many of our clients. 
There is much work to be done and our resolve is 
strong. ◆ 

A job and a place to live – 
by the spring of 2020, both were threatened.
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Our Public Defender Division 
represents people facing jailable charges who can’t afford an attorney. Handling cases that range from 
misdemeanors to felonies, juvenile proceedings and appeals, the program operates in 14 rural Texas 
counties.

The program launched with a handful of attorneys 14 years ago. In the years since, it has transformed 
the criminal justice system for indigent defendants in the largely rural and impoverished counties 
where it works.

Our Defenders make decisions independent of outside influences, avoiding the cronyism that often 
arises when judges pick favored attorneys to represent indigent defendants. Our experienced criminal 
defense attorneys are beholden only to the client and have full-time investigators and scientific 
experts at their disposal – just like wealthier clients with private attorneys.

As the spread of COVID-19 sharply increased in March, our clients were particularly vulnerable. 
Charged with a crime but not convicted, they languished in crowded county jails on bonds they 
couldn’t pay. Most clients faced nonviolent charges.

Our Defenders quickly filed writs with county judges that won the release of most of our clients.

For clients who remained in jail, the pandemic effectively cut off contact with their attorneys. By April, 
however, our Defenders had placed a laptop in every jail in counties we serve.

“Since court dockets continued to move,” said Jessica Canter, chief public defender for Lavaca 
County, “we needed a safe way to communicate with clients to help us investigate and prepare their 
cases for trial.”

The result: Despite the pandemic, our Public Defenders assisted more than 1,000 clients in 2020, 
on par with previous years .

1,395 TRLA Public Defender cases closed in 2020

18
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A Case for Public Defense:
In March 2020, police arrested an 18-year-old woman 
for striking her stepfather with a metal bowl in a 
heated family argument. Police arrested her and 
booked her into the Lavaca County Jail for first-
degree felony aggravated assault.

For many indigent defendants, that would mean 
months in jail – maybe longer – and a grim journey 
though the criminal justice system. Six months later, 
this young woman pleaded to one year of deferred 
adjudication.

The young woman lived with her mother and her 
stepfather, a registered sex offender whom she 
accused of trying to touch her inappropriately. One 
night in March, a family argument developed, and 

she hit her stepfather on the head with a small metal 
container used for snacks. Police arrested her after 
only listening to her stepfather.

Our public defenders first convinced the local 
prosecuting attorney to reduce the client’s charge to 
a Class A misdemeanor, which lowered the bond to 
$2,500. That meant she could win her release from 
jail by paying a $250 fee to a bail bondsman.

Still, she couldn’t pay the $250 and remained in jail. 
Complicating matters, Gov. Greg Abbott had issued an 
executive order that prevented judges from waiving 
bond to a person charged with a crime involving 
“physical violence.” The order also suspended part 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure that permits the 
automatic release of a person after certain periods of 
time, depending on the charge. ◆

Learn more about the 
Starr County Regional 

Public Defender at:

https://youtu.be/7xHAdnfNz8E
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Abandoned By His Mother, 
A Foster Youth Reclaims 
His Future 
Time in foster care often results in multiple legal, 
financial, and trauma-related barriers that hinder a 
teenager’s transition to successful adulthood. Without 
a driver’s license, job possibilities are limited. A 
criminal warrant or record of even a minor offense 
makes it difficult to rent an apartment. Inconsistent 
or missing identification documents complicate 
citizenship and can shut off access to foster youth 
benefits. 

It’s common for young people to ask for help 
resolving numerous issues across different 
jurisdictions, including different countries. In 
2020, TRLA’s statewide Texas Foster Youth Project 
completed a three-year process to gain lawful 
permanent status for Brian, a 17-year-old native of the 
Bahamas.  

The young man ended up in foster care after his 
father died. His mother left him with relatives, 
who soon refused to care for him. So, with his 18th 
birthday approaching, Project attorneys convinced 
Brian to remain in extended foster care until the 
immigration process was complete. 

Project attorneys, staff from the nonprofit 
Court Appointed Special Advocates, and a Texas 
Department of Family and Protective Services 
attorney worked to obtain Special Immigrant Juvenile 
Status for Brian. They obtained his birth certificate 
from his aunt, avoiding an arduous process through 
the Bahamas to get it. 

The Project worked with Child Protective Services 
to help Brian obtain his Texas ID and Social Security 
card, which allowed him to work legally. And now, 
with his Lawful Permanent Resident Card, Brian is 
pursuing his dream of joining in the U.S. Navy.  ◆
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LBGTQIA+ Civil Rights: The 
Importance of Identity
Being an LGBTQIA+ person 
can be difficult and isolating, particularly in a state 
whose institutions often refuse to recognize their 
identities. The experience can be even more difficult 
for queer and trans people of color, gender-diverse 
youth, and those in this community living in rural 
areas. 

TRLA’s LBGTQIA+ Civil Rights Project is helping trans 
and non-binary people change their names and 
correct their gender markers. Legally changing your 
name and gender marker to reflect your gender 
identity makes a difference in interacting with law 
enforcement, getting a job, and accessing essential 
services. Living your life, knowing that your ID 
matches your identity, can positively affect your 
mental and emotional health. Many of our clients 
have shared that having their legal documents 

indicate how they identify can be an incredibly 
validating and affirming process.

In 2020, the LBGTQIA+ Civil Rights Project assisted 
42 clients in successfully changing their names and 
gender markers. This project also did outreach and 
multiple intakes for a virtual Name and Gender 
Affirmation Clinic completed in early 2021 with the 
University of Texas School of Law Austin. 

Beyond its clinics, the Project’s work has prompted 
cases against discrimination in schools and the 
workplace. It also helps educate trans clients, 
prevented from changing their name or maker due to 
criminal records, on their options regarding sealing 
or expunging their records -- increasing access to 
employment and other opportunities. ◆
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Southern Migrant Legal Services (SMLS), 
a special project of TRLA, represents low-wage migrant agricultural workers who are exploited in their 
jobs. Working statewide in Alabama, Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Tennessee, SMLS 
advocates for workers in wage disputes, employment discrimination because of race or country of 
origin, and in cases of human trafficking or forced labor.

Countless migrant agricultural workers come to the U.S. on special visas intended to help employers 
hire foreign workers if there aren’t enough U.S. citizens to do the job.

Many of these workers go into debt to pay for their travel to the U.S., money they never get back. They 
live in a foreign country, are asked to sign documents in an unfamiliar language, and report to bosses 
who control their every move.

There’s no human resources department to which they can complain when getting shortchanged 
on pay or working excessive hours in unsanitary conditions. That can leave workers vulnerable to 
exploitation.

Fortunately, there is legal recourse for those willing to come forward. In three federal cases settled in 
2020, SMLS attorneys and private counsel won nearly $100,000 in unpaid wages, other damages, and 
fees for migrant workers.

SMLS attorneys settled a federal lawsuit with a farm labor contractor for unpaid wages owed to four 
Mexican citizens working on farms in Alabama and Florida. The contractor paid the workers less than 
the amount required by federal regulations, had them work excessive hours, and threatened to deport 
them and blacklist them from future work visas if they complained.

In a separate federal case against husband-and-wife Kentucky tobacco farmers, two Mexican citizens 
won unpaid wages and damages for emotional distress. The farmers consistently underpaid the 
workers, and they forced them to work in pesticide-laden areas, where one worker suffered severe 
chemical burns on his back.

According to the suit, the wife berated the workers as “worthless Mexicans” (and worse) and 
threatened to have them blocked from ever returning to the United States if they complained about 
the verbal abuse and working conditions.

In a third case, five South Africans settled a federal suit in Arkansas that alleged labor trafficking and 
wage violations by a family farm in a small town just west of Memphis. The workers had taken out 
loans to pay for their airfare to the U.S. after their employers – brothers who farmed rice, wheat, and 
soy in Arkansas – promised to promptly reimburse them.

When full reimbursement was slow in coming, the workers were told they had to prove their “loyalty” 
first, according to the suit. Interest on the workers’ loans mounted while they worked under a torrent 
of verbal abuse and threats of deportation if they dared to complain about their pay, repayment of the 
loans, or any conditions on the farm.

The brothers fired two of the South Africans who had approached them to discuss working 
conditions, then forced the other three to leave.

Despite the importance of migrant agricultural workers to the economy – to put food on our tables – 
the fragility of their employment often leaves them vulnerable to exploitation.
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“I Am My Own Guardian 
Now”
A person under the care of a court-appointed 
guardian is supposed to receive advocacy and 
assistance – the basic duties of a guardian. 

The client, represented by TRLA attorneys, had 
been under guardianship for a decade and no longer 
needed supervision. In vain, she had tried to get 
the court to re-evaluate her guardianship. Finally, 
with the help of supporters, she found TRLA, which 
investigated her case and filed an application for 
restoration of rights, but the pandemic postponed an 
April hearing that could have restored her right to live 
more independently.

During local shelter-in-place orders, the client was 
forced into situations that put her health and safety at 
risk, including having to travel on a crowded bus to a 
day habilitation (dayhab) facility.

When the client’s guardian refused to do anything 

about the health risk, TRLA helped her file a 
complaint with Disability Rights Texas and the Texas 
Health and Human Services Commission. The group 
home where the client lived owned the dayhab facility 
and shut it down after the complaint to the state.

The operators of the group home brought in other 
residents, defying shelter-in-place guidelines. Soon 
afterward, the client was exposed to COVID-19 and 
had to quarantine.

Ready to regain her rights to make choices about 
her own life, the client insisted on a hearing at the 
first opportunity. At the hearing, TRLA attorneys 
successfully argued that the client should have her 
rights restored so she could make her own health, 
housing, and other personal life decisions.

After the judge granted the client’s request, the client 
said, “I am my own guardian now at 28 years old and 
I highly support anyone who is trying to get their 
guardianship dissolved. Keep your head up, don’t give 
up, and keep fighting.” ◆
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A Mother, A Daughter, and a 
New Life
Sara came from Monterrey to Zapata, a Border city 
just south of Laredo, to live with her grandmother 
and start high school. Throughout high school, 
she had an on-again, off-again relationship with 
Fernando, a U.S. citizen two years older than her. She 
dropped out of high school just before her senior year 
and moved in with Fernando and his family. They 
married a few months later.

Soon the relationship turned violent. Sara’s husband, 
given to jealous rants, abused her verbally, then 
physically. He punched her, leaving her bruised. 
Shortly after the birth of their first child, Sara’s 
husband was arrested for assault for hitting her 
cousin. The reason: he wrongly suspected the two 
were having an affair.

TRLA represented Sara in obtaining a two-year 
protective order and a divorce on the grounds of 
cruelty.

TRLA then turned to the matter of Sara’s immigration 
status. Under the federal Violence Against Women 
Act (VAWA), victims of domestic violence can move 
forward in the immigration process without an 
abusive family member knowing about it.

TRLA represented Sara in filing an Application for 
Adjustment of Status under VAWA. Sara soon obtained 
her work permit and moved to San Antonio with her 
daughter to escape ongoing harassment from her ex-
husband’s family.

Sara then completed a GED program in San Antonio, 
then took additional courses to obtain a certification 
in early childhood education. She now supports 
herself and her daughter as a hotel housekeeping 
manager.

Sara’s permanent resident status was granted in 
December 2020, allowing her to live and work in the 
United States without fear of being deported. And 
after being separated from her family for years, she 
and her daughter can now travel to Monterrey to visit 
them. ◆
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Share Your Time and Talent
There is a substantial divide between the millions who need legal services and those who can afford them. Our private 
attorneys, law students, and other volunteers in the Pro Bono and Private Attorney Involvement (PAI) Section are a 
critical piece in TRLA’s fight to address this ever-growing justice gap. Despite developing challenges throughout 2020, 
our loyal volunteers stuck by our side – participating in our remote clinics, providing clients with advice, developing 
training opportunities, assisting clients with legal resources, and mentoring other volunteers.

In the early stages of the pandemic, TRLA shifted from in-person to virtual client services. We used videoconferencing 
technology to connect small business owners with pro bono attorneys and provide them with advice and guidance. 
We also conducted a set of clinics focused on the unfortunate surge in family law and domestic violence-related legal 
issues that COVID brought to so many clients’ doorsteps.

Technology provided flexibility and removed geographic barriers, allowing global attorneys at Shearman Sterling 
an opportunity to assist more than 30 family law clients across TRLA’s service area. Similarly, lawyers and law 
students worked together to virtually assist clients with preparing documents related to guardianship alternatives 
and estate planning. In the Rio Grande Valley, local attorneys and judiciary members joined TRLA staff for two virtual 
presentations to train new and potential pro bono attorneys on how to handle expunction and nondisclosure cases.

While there’s no correct answer as to why individuals became lawyers, most people do say they decided to become a 
lawyer in part because they wanted to make a positive difference in people’s lives. Pro bono representation is a great 
way to honor that intention. Everyone can give back to their communities in various ways. Still, perhaps the most 
impactful way is by leveraging your legal skills to impact those in need in a tangible way.

With the powerful tool of pro bono, you can literally change lives. You can represent domestic violence victims, 
children, survivors of human trafficking, and a full spectrum of people for whom you are a last resort. As a pro bono 
lawyer, you can give voice to the voiceless, make progress against all odds, and create hope where there was none.

I am responsible to assure 
that all persons have access 
to competent representation 

regardless of wealth or 
position in life.

TEXAS LAWYER’S CREED

You are powerful. Your prospective pro bono clients already understand this. 
Join TRLA’s Pro Bono Program at www.trla.org/probono

508 Private attorney cases in 2020
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Daniel Armendariz
Sidney Beaty
James Bennie
Ruben Cavazos
Leonor Cortez
Micah Culpepper
Laura Daniels
Joseph Dubin
Thomas Finucane

Heather Gluck
Dan & Amanda Heath
Martha Henry
Mary Hoane
Carmen Irene Huerta-Perez
Rally Jinx
Thomas Koren
Charlie Kupperman
Robert Lewis

Julia Reza
Reyna Rosa
Daniel Sharfstein
Jessica Silver
Douglas Stevick
Abby Wilkerson
Chery Willis
Margaret Wittenmyer
Gary Yevelev

Your Gift Makes a Difference
Thanks to you, TRLA was able to help 52,650 clients in 2020.

When a hurricane devastates the Rio Grande Valley, many are displaced, not able to get to work, and fighting 
with landlords and insurance companies to stay housed — your donation puts us on the ground ready to act 
immediately.

When a pandemic hits our already struggling client population and there is a surge in unemployment, 
evictions, and domestic violence — your donation gives us the resources to fight for justice.

When trial expenses increase as we battle large corporations in environmental and agricultural cases — your 
donation helps level the playing field.

Our dedicated staff and volunteers work hard to ensure that all our clients have a voice. Your private donations 
are key to the growth and strength of TRLA. Because of you, we can remain resilient and push to do better.

2020 Petitioners of Justice
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Alex Abdun-Nabi
Claudia Abonce Silva
Jacob Adams
Charles Adams
Lladira Aguilar
Jacob Alonso
Rebecca Valdez Alvarez
Elizabeth Andre
Tzyra Andreeva
Peter Arellano
Cintia Arenas
Alondra Armola
Angela Avila
Cecilia Aza
Philippa Baliman
Diana Ball
Réka Balla Tánczos
Roberto Ballesteros
Lisa Schumacher Barley
Liz Barrera
Rebecca Barry
Kersten Barton
Lydia Belzer
Jessica Bernstein
Andrew Michael Berrios
Madan Bhandari
Eric Biel
Joel Bishop
Willy Black
Erin Blake
Sharon Block
Michael Bober
Alamar Bonneau
Kathy Bork
Gregory Bosley
Vivian Bowron
Beth Brady-Edwards
Eric Breckinridge
Faa Brimmo
Dan Brooks
Victoria Brown
Lowell Brown
Stephanie Burkemoore
Christopher Bustos
Dan Butler
Jarvis Caffrey
Melissa Calhoun
Guadalupe Canales
Cathryn Carkhuff
George Carlsen
Rafael Carrasco, Jr.
Jenny Carroll
Mario Castillo
Colleen Castle
Lila Castleman
John Anthony Castro
Pablo Castro-Marin
Gloria Cavada
Corrie Cavada
Justin R. Chapa
Horacio Chavez
Frank Chelly
Elizabeth Chestney
Gabrielle Chila
Melissa Cigarroa
Corina Clark
Donald Clinchy
Kevin Cogger
Joseph A. Connors
Robert Cooper
Ricardo Corona
Henry Corrigan-Gibbs
Robert Daniel
Richard C. Danysh

John Davis
Paul Davis
Don & Janice Day
Linz Dee
Leila Deleon
Katerine Delgado
Yolanda Delgado
Selin Demir
Pooja Desai
Christopher Diaz
Daniel Diaz
Kevin Dietz
Lisa Ann Doggett
Robert Doggett
Ali Puente Douglass
Margarita Downing
Michelle Dudley
Sara Dysart
Emilie Eagan
Samantha Edgington
Cynthia Edwards
Jonathan Eisenman
Noura Elazami
Robert Elder
Michelle Engert
Mark Epstein
Javier Espinoza
John Estrada
Patrick Everitt
Erin Feemster
Matt Fehrenbacher
Emma Fichtel
Tracy Figueroa
Margaret Fitch
Thomas Flippin
David Flores
Paul Foley
Heather Foote
Paula Forbes
Bliss Foster
Kathryn Price Fowlkes
Lauren Fox
David Frederick
LeeAnn Friedman
Alberto Garcia
Elizabeth Garcia
Odalis Garcias
Edgar Gaucin
William Getter
Craig & Alyssa Gilden
Raman Gill
Robert Gillis
Debra Goetz
Ruth Goldstein
Adam Golfer
Beatriz Gomez
Vanessa A. Gonzalez
Dionisio Gonzalez
Romina Gonzalez-Flores
Julie Graves
Julia Greenburger
Arlene Groch
Jesus Guereca
Samantha Haiken
Matt Hale
Nicholas Hall
Benjamin Halleck
Jay Halvorson
Melissa Ham
Samantha Hamilton
Frederick Hammond
Kelly Haragan
Dina Hardwick
Theresa Harlien

R. Stephen Harnsberger
Natasha Harnwell-Davis
Lee Hawley
Marilyn Headley
Sarah Heather Heather
Marc Hedlund
Cindy Heifner
Tim Helmers
Ginger Hobbs
Eileen Hoff
Anna Holdren
Vincent Hooper
Robert Houck
Carla Hughes
Gordon Hunter
Cathryn Ibarra
Lauren Ice
Kristina Jacobs
Tegan Jacobson
Lynn Jamison
Clark Jobe
Jami John
John Robert Jones
Elise Simon Jones
Micah Jones
Byron Kahr
Dillon Kalla
Daphne Kane
Brian Kendall
Esther Kim
Moon Kim
Cheree Kimball
Evan King
Ann-Kathrin Kohl
Benjamin Krebsbach
Matt Kreft
Stefan Krieger
Krishna Kumar
Mark Langowski
Charles Layne
Matt Ledbetter
Hsueh-tze Lee
Barbara Leen
Laura Lein
Thomas Leps
Jennifer Leutheuser
Olivia Lewis
Sharon Limpach
Meredith Linsky
Steve Linsky
Rolando Lopez
Fred Loudon
Richard Loza
M Lucas
Daniel Lucio
Melanie Lyons
Debrenia Madison
Timothy Maher
Debra Marcus
Eleanor Margaret
Daniel Marquez
Zach Mayer
Trish McAllister
Charlotte McCann
Ed McCoy
Michael McDermott
Robert McDonnell
Susan McDowell
Paul & Patricia McGraw
Sukyi McMahon
Christopher McRorie
David T. McTaggart
Yolanda Medina
Duncan Meisel

Elizabeth Menon
Mike Meyer
Shae Meyer
Ariel San Miguel
Lauren Milgroom
Timmy Miller
Scott Miraldi
Julia Moen
Alex Moir
Molly Molloy
Traci Mondragon
Dominic Mondragon
John Monopoli
Lynnelle Loke Moore
Martin Morris
Kirsten Moy
Jim Mulholland
Anna Nelson
Jillian Ness
Brian Noyes
Lauren Oertel
Charles Olney
David Olson
Molly O’Neil
José Ozuna
Diane Paleologopoulos
Maria Parada
Miguel Parra
Martin Parra
Catherine Parsley
Brittany Pellegrene
Lysette Garcia Pena
Carolina Pena
Marisa Perales
Zachary Perdek
Anne Peticolas
Kimberly Pine
Alessandra Piotti
Charleigh Poindexter
Cindy Polinard
Leybi Pon
Lindsay Porter
Jenny Preece
Velva Price
Jasmine Puente
Ciel Quebedeaux
Paul Quinzi
Mary Lou Rainey
Kay Rainey
Gail Raney
Ronald Rangel
Marianne Reat
Advait Reddy
Paul Reidy
Israel Reyna
Radical Rhymes
Geoff Rips
Doris Rips
Julia Rodriguez
Pedro Roldan
Amanda Sagastizado
Teresa Salamone
Chava Salinas
Shahram Samie
Sara Sanabria
Frances Sanchez
Ranjan Satija
Adam Sawyer
Hillary L. Schrenell
Miles & Gaynelle Schulze
Carolyn Schwarz
Herbert Schwetman
Rebecca C. Scoggin
James Seifert

Christopher Sharman
Randy Shaw
Bob Sheaks
Lauryn Sherman
Sophie Shogi
Allie Shub
James Smith
Lisa Smith
Kristal Smith
Selena N. Solis
Kellie Sorensen
Gabriela Soto
Gabriella Soza
Kierra Spivey
Benita Stambler
Edward Stapleton
Ann Stehling
Carolyn Stein
Natalie Steiner
Janaki Stern
Briana Stone
Bryan Stotler
Samuel Summerlin
Cheri Sundaram
Peggy Sundermeyer
Eric Svatora
Ryan Swarts
Patrick Swearingen
Thomas Tanner
Rebecca Van Tassel
Kay Taylor
John Teti
Michael Thomas
Maria Thompson
Carrie Tilton-Jones
Liz Tomberlin
Robert Tomlinson
Joseph Trigg
Edward John Tuddenham
Kathalyn Tung-Goodblatt
Judith Turner Turner
Eleanor Tutt
Chito Vela
Jonathan Vickery
Daniel Villarreal
Gail Waldby
Eric Wallace
Liz Wally
Chad Ward
Nina Ward
Heather K. Way
Michael Whalen
Thomas Whatley
Benjamin Wheeler
Brenden White
Claire Wieczorek
Alexander Williams
Chevelle Williams
Amanda Williams
Glenn Williams
Kate Willson
Steve Wilson
H. Leabah Winter
William Wyatt
Courtney Wyrtzen
Courtney Wyrtzen
Qi Xin
Eunice Yburan
Julius Zambales
Maria Zamora
Krisina Zuniga

2020 Non Recurring Donors
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Donation Inquiries
Contact Hannah Allison at:

(512) 374-2704
hallison@trla.org

Texas RioGrande Legal Aid (TRLA) is a charitable organization as described in §501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code; EIN#: 74-1675230, registered in the state of Texas. Following the Internal Revenue Service 
guidelines, TRLA maintains discretion and sole control over the use of all donated funds.

Therefore, donors explicitly release TRLA from any restrictions on how those funds are spent. Contributions 
are tax-deductible to the limit allowed by law if the donor itemizes. Donors who donate more than $25.00 in 
any given year will be mailed a statement for all their donations by January of the following year. If you have 
any questions regarding your gift (s) or you need a receipt or a statement of any of your contributions, please 
feel free to contact us here.

TRLA may not expend any funds for any activity prohibited by the Legal Services Corporation Act, 42 U.S.C. 
§2996 et seq. or by Public Law 104-134. Public Law 104-234 §504(d) requires that notice of these restrictions 
be given to all funding sources of programs funded by the Legal Service Corporation. For a copy of these laws 
or any further information or clarification, please contact the Executive Director.

Sponsors






